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Hunting for a
Slice of Paradise

MAur’s NAPILI SUNSET RESORT OFFERS PREMIERE |

ACCESS TO TOP—NOTCH SNORKELING AT A
SEMI=PRIVATE COVE...FOR A PRICE.

By Tyson Heyn

There are two ways to tour Hawaii: the cheap way and
the expensive way. The cheap way truly is a path less traveled,
and for good reason: tourists are packed on chartered flights
like cattle; hotel rooms overlook parking lots; and rental cars
near the dimensions of refrigerators.

The expensive way of visiting Hawaii is really more of
the default for mainlanders: a standard airline, a decent hotel
room, a rental car with four doors, and a couple of activities
here and there. Because of the law of supply and demand—
plus the fact that nearly everything consumed in Hawaii has to
be shipped or flown from the mainland—costs are predictably
steep. The all-inclusive total for a week in paradise for a family
of four can easily exceed $5,000, so hunting for a good value is
certainly top of mind.

Being the largest chunk of the vacation bill, lodging is
where many travelers look to save. The predominant question
is how to end up in a room that adds to the Hawaiian
experience without breaking the bank? Napili Sunset Resort
attempts to answer that question and succeeds...to an extent.

WELCOME TO YOUR NEW HOME

The most obvious difference between Napili Sunset
Resort and a standard hotel room is that visitors each enjoy
their own highly condensed home. Falling somewhere
between a suite and an apartment,
the rooms measure around
600-700 square feet and include a
' small kitchen, family room,
bathroom, and bedroom.

These features are
particularly attractive to younger
families looking to avoid three
restaurant meals per day and also enjoy distinct sleeping
quarters for parent and child.

The kitchen furnishings are fair in quality and
numerous: microwave, dishwasher, oven, stove, and complete
dish and silverware sets. The bathroom is pretty typical from
what you'd expect in a hotel room aside from the bathtub.
Because of the state’s water conservation efforts, Hawaiian
hotel rooms traditionally don’t include standard-size
tubs...instead, the units look more like shower stalls with a
small basin installed at the bottom. Such a unit is what’s
found here.

Furniture and amenities are also fair: comfortable, but
not luxurious. Our chief complaint: the rooms are not child-
safe; several pieces of top-heavy furniture can easily topple.

ENJOYING THE PROPERTY

While the furniture may not dazzle you, the view will.
Aside from the $99/night suites, every room stares out at the
Pacific Ocean, which rolls onto the sand approximately 50 feet
away. The more impressive upside is that rooms stand at the
foot of Napili Bay, one of the best snorkeling locales in Maui.

The beach spreading out between the resort and the
ocean isn’t huge, but a common terrace on a bluff above the
sand allows for sunning, as does the poolside area. The pool is
very clean, heated, and typically not crowded.

There are no restaurants nor food service at Napili
Sunset Resort, but several nearby dining options and
supermarkets are within a 5-10 minute drive. Room cleaning
is provided daily and is quite thorough, particularly when it
comes to vacuuming up the daily sand deposits in the carpets.

FINAL WoRD: A QUESTION OF VALUE

There’s no doubt that Napili Sunset Resort provides a
great vacation experience for the right person. A young family
looking to enjoy the beach along one of the less crowded and
‘touristy’ stretches of Maui is sure to do well. Calm waves and
winds plus sunsets pouring straight over the water and into
the hotel room certainly add to the charm, as well.

The question that has to be asked is whether Napili
Sunset Resort is a good value. One-bedroom units cost around
$245 a night at a facility that couldn’t charge more than $95 if
it were landlocked. A standard Maui hotel room with a further
walk to the beach and significantly fewer in-room amenities
(but more modern styling and on-site services) costs about the
same. In a nutshell, if you're looking to leave the beaten path
for a more rustic Hawaiian experience, this may be for you.

PRODUCT SNAPSHOT

HiGHS: Fantastic location, views, and beach access.
Nearby snorkeling and ocean swimming among the best.
Lows: Worn styling and amenities. Low number of
on-site services. Not for the full service crowd.

IN BRIEF: A great spot for young families ready to
relax away from the hustle and bustle of more touristy locales.

RATING: * k Kk k

FOR MORE INFO: www.napilisunset.com. Studios, one— and
two-bedroom units available. Room rates range by season
from $99 (studio, summer) to $340 (two bedrooms, winter.) g®

Copyright © 2004 LACP LLC. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted from Consumer Commentary with permission.

(out of 5 stars)





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


